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Week 4 Discussion 1: Important Aspects of Credibility of Research Results
As a research consumer, I will look for several aspects to determine the credibility of the results from a research. Firstly, the methods of data collection used in the research can be analyzed to not only determine whether they were appropriate but also to evaluate the validity of the sources of this data (Korstjens & Moser, 2018). More specifically, one can assess whether the researcher collected data from various sources and used more than one appropriate method of data collection (Korstjens & Moser, 2018). Additionally, the research findings can be analyzed to identify whether they are supported by the data collected by the researcher (Korstjens & Moser, 2018). The researcher’s interpretation of the findings can also be evaluated to identify any biases, unsupported conclusions and the lack of critical analysis (Korstjens & Moser, 2018). Also, one can assess whether the research conclusions and findings can be applied to different contexts or settings (Korstjens & Moser, 2018). Moreover, it is important to examine where the research is published to determine whether it was analyzed by other experts in the same area of study (Korstjens & Moser, 2018).
Therefore, a research is credible and trustworthy if it has been published in peer-reviewed sites such as academic journals that include discourse with other researchers and experts on the same study subject (Korstjens & Moser, 2018). Additionally, these publishers must have an editor who is familiar with the research content (Korstjens & Moser, 2018). Furthermore, the research findings analysis has to abide by the standard requirements for a specific research design, and the researcher should be impartial in this analysis (Korstjens & Moser, 2018). This data should be adequate and collected from various sources using various data collection methods (Korstjens & Moser, 2018). As such, the interpretation of the data should not be founded on the researcher’s biases and subjective opinions but on the data collected (Korstjens & Moser, 2018). Also, the research should be done with the relevant ethical considerations in mind (Chowdhury, 2015).
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